CHAPTER IX
nadir's coronation
having defeated the Afghans and Turks, subdued the Lazgis and other
rebels, and recovered, except for Qandahar, all the territory which had
been lost, Nadir decided that the time had come to make himself Shah
dejure as well as de facto. With his powerful army, which now contained
a large proportion of Afghans and Turkomans, all of whom were Sunnis,
he had little or nothing to fear from Tahmasp's partisans. In order to
give his action some show of legality, he determined to have the crown
conferred upon him at the declared wish of all the leading military, civil
and religious personages of the Empire. He had already, as far back
as July or August, 1735, ta^en ^e significant step of sending raqams
to all parts of the kingdom stating that, up till that time, his efforts to
reconquer the lost territories had prevented him from establishing "a
certain rule of government."1 One of these raqams was received at
Gombroon early in September. It was stated therein that Nadir, after
taking Erivan, would go to Tabriz or Qazvin, and that the Governors,
Deputy Governors, Kalantars, Kadkhudas and other persons of note
were to be in readiness to meet him at whichever of these two places he
afterwards directed " when he will establish a Rule of Government to be
observed over the whole Kingdom, and then retire to Chorazoon
(Khurasan)."2
Somewhat later, he followed up this step by issuing special orders.
(faramin-i-muta'af to all parts of the country bidding the army commanders,
governors of provinces and towns, qadis, 'ulama and nobles to assemble
on the Mughan plain where a gurulta'p or national council was to be held
for the purpose of conferring the crown of Persia upon the person whom
the council considered to be most worthy to receive it.
The site selected for the qurulta'i was close to Javad, on the piece of
land bounded on the north by the Kura and on the east by the Aras,
immediately to the west of the point of their confluence. Nadir gave
orders for 12,000 buildings of wood and reeds, together with mosques,,
1 Gombroon Diary, 8th /igth September, 1735.
1 Ibid, Strangely enough, Mirza Mahdi makes no mention of these raqams,
• T.N., p. 167; Z.T., fol. 217 (b).   Muhammad Ka?im states that these raqams were drafted by
Mirza Mahdi (see the Kitab-i-Nadiri, p. 9; as frequent reference will be made to this book,
it will henceforth be denoted by the letters K.N.).
1 Howorth defines this old Turkish word as " a general assembly of princes of the blood and the
military chiefs"; it is here used in a wider sense.
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